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OF WHIT SUNDAY. 


pty E feast of Pentecost (so called, from being the fiftieth day after Easter,* y 
- was of great eminency among the Jews; it was instituted in memory of 
the law being then delivered on Mount Sinai ; and it became of no less hecount 
among Christians, for the descent of the Holy Ghost, on that same day, on the 
Apostles and Disciples. Some conclude, from St. Paul’s earnest desire, to be 
2t Jerusalem at this time, Acts xx. 16. that it was observed, in his days, as‘a 
Christian festivul. We are certain, it was observed from the earliest ages after 
the Apostleés. 

Among the conjectures on the derivation of the name, Whit Sunday, one 
is, that, being the eighth Suaday after Easter, it used, in the French lang@age, 
to be called, huif Sunday. 

The proper Psalms, for the morning service, are Psalm 48h, and 6$th,— 
The 48th Psalm, being a Hymn in honour of Jerusalem, is, in a mystical, 
sease, an-acknowledgment of God’s glorious mercies to the Church of Chris-+ 
tians under the gospel; of which none was greater, than the immediate. in- 
aspiration of the Apostles, by the Holy Ghost, and the addition, on that same 
day, by means of the same Spirit, of three thousand souls to the Church. The 
other Psalm, contains a prophetical description of the ascension of Christ, 
who went up on high, and led captivity captive, and received gifts for men. 


‘Fhe Psalms for the evening are, Psalm 104th, and 145th. ‘The former, in. 


as much as it is a meditation on the power of God, in making, and presery- 
ing, all the creatures of the world; soit celebrates the miraculous works of 
the Holy Ghost, which made the clouds his chariot, and walked on the wings 
of the wind. ‘The latter, isa form of solemn thanksgiving to God, wherein, 
We declare the power of the Third Person in the ‘irinity, and talk of hes wor- 
ship, hisglory, his praise, and wonderous works. 

The first lesson for the morning, Deut. xvi. to’ver. 18. contains the law of 
the Jewish Pentecost or Feast of Weeks, which was a type of ours ; for, as the 
Jéws received, on this day, the law from Mount Sinai, the Christians, on this 
day, received the new evangelical law from heaven, by the administration of 
the Holy Ghost. he first lesson for the evening, Isaiah xi. is a prophecy of 
the conversion of the Gentilés to the kingdom of Christ, through che inspira- 
tion of the Apostles, by the Spirit of God. ‘The completion of which pro- 
phecy, is recorded in both the second lessons, Acts x. 34, Acts XIX. to Ver, 
21, but, especially, in the portion of scripture chosen for the Epistle, which 
contains a particular description of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the Apos- 
tles, according to the promise mentioned in the Gospel. ] he Gospel, Epistle, 
and the Collect, for the day, are taken from the old Liturgies. 
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468 Of Trinity Sunday. 
OF THE MONDAY, AND TUESDAY, IN WHITSUN WEEK, 


HE Whitsun Week was never mddé‘entirely a festival like that of Easter ; 

because the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, were Ember days, and 
observed as fasts, and days of humiliation, and supplication, for a blessing on 
the work of ordination, wirich wag usually on the next Susdday following such 
fasting, in ‘imitation of the Npbstoleat practice, meéritionet!, Acts-xiii. 3.— 
‘The Monday and ‘Tuesday were, however, observed in the same manner as 
those days in the Laster week, and for the same reasons. 

The Collects, Epistles,.and Gospels, for bath these days, are antient.— 
Tiié Epistles, are concerning the baptism of converts ; Whitsuntide, and 
Easter, being,;as has been before, sat, the, mere-solemn time for performing 
that ceremony; they further concern the receiving of the Holy Ghost, by the 
hands of the Apostles ;_ this being the season. for confirmation, which was al- 
ways done, by the imposition of hands. The Gospel for Monday, séems to 
have been chosen for the instruction of the new baptized. The Gospel for 
‘Tuesday, seeims to be appointed, in consideration_of this being one of the 
Ember, or ordination weeksé * 

The first lesson for Monday morning, is the history of the confusion of 
tongues-at-Babel ; wWhéreby the Church reminds us, that, as the confusion of 
ten gues, spread idolatry, aud made-men lose the knowledge of the true, God, 
so God provided, by the gift of tongues, underthe Gospel dispensation, to 
repaiw the knowledge of burself, and lay the foundation of a new religion.— 
In the first lesson for Mondayvevening, 1s reeorded- the resting of God’s Spirit 
an -the seyenty elders of Israel, to enable them to ease Moses of _part of nis 
burthen ;- which exactly prefigured the descent of the same Holy Spirit, at this 
time, upon the Apostles, and others, to the same end, that the care of all the 
Churches might not lie upon one single person.. Accordingly, the second les- 
son for this day, teaches,’ that these spiritual gifts are all given to profit with- 
all; aud must, therefore, be all made use of, to edification, as to their ‘true, 
and proper end. ) 

The first lesson for Tuesday morning contatns the history of the inspiration 
of Saul, and his messengers by the Spirit of God ; ‘and that imthe evening, 
Deut. xxx. is’ the prophecy of Moses, how God’would, in after times, deat 
with the Jews upon their'repentance. “The morning's second lesseri forbids us 
t6 giiehich the spirit of God ; the’ sécond lesson warns us, not to believe all 
tedchers, who boast of the Spirit. 


—F © 


OF TRINITY SUNDAY. 


A* thé praises of the Trinity were-every day. celebrated in the Doxology, 
TAO bey mons, and Creeds, the antient Church thought there was no need to 
set apart one’ particular day for that, which was'dote omeach. This Sunday 
was therefore no otherwise distinguished than as assoctave of Pentecost,. till 
the heresiesof Arius, and others, against the two persons of the Trinity, . had 
excited the apprehensions of the Church ; and then, it was thought conven- 
ient, fo make the ‘Trinity the more solemn subjéct of one particular day’s med- 
itation. “Lhe. reason why, this day was chosen, as most seasonable for this so- 
jemnity, was because, whén our Lord had ascended into heaven and the Holy 
Ghost descended, upon the Church, there then ensued a better knowledge of 
the doctrine of the glorious ‘Trinity, which before that time had not been so 
particularly disclosed, 

This mystery was not clearly delivered to the Jews; who being surrounded 
by idolatrous nations, might perhaps have mistakea it for a plurality of Gods ; 
jt was nat, however, so hidden even in those times, but that a person, with a 
spiritual eye, might diseern glimmerings of it dispersed through the Old Tes- 
tament. ‘The first chapter in the Bible seems to set forth three persons in the 
Godhead, which makes this a very‘proper le8s6n for the solemnity of this day. 
For besides what is said of the spirit of God which moved upon the waters, 
ver. 2. we find the Creator himself, consulting with others about the greatest 
work of the creation, the making of man, ver. 26. ‘The reason of the choice 
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of the other first.lesson, Genesis xviii. is as obvious:; it records the a appear- 
ance of the, great Jehovah to Abraham, \in company. with two. ether persons, 
which, it is supposed, was designes to shew him the Trinity of persons.: Bat 
this sacred mystery is no where so plainly manifested, as in the second:lesson 
for tic morning, Matthew iii. whi¢h at one and the same timegrelates the bap- 
tisin of the Son, the voice of the lather, and the descent of the Holv ‘Ghost: 
and these, though they are, as appears from this ch ~~ three distinct pensiins 
in number, yet the second lesson in the evening, 1 Joba v. shews, that they 
are but one in essence, 

‘The E spistle and Ges spel are the same, as, in antient services, were assigned 
for the octave of Vj hit-sunday. ‘Lhe Gospel seems suited to the, season, as 
being the last day of the mere solemn time of baptism ; neither the Epis stle 
or Gospel Is improper to the day, as ‘Iri nity Suuday ; for in both are men- 
tioned the three, persony of the Lrinity ; aud that remarkable hymn of the 
Angels in heaven mentioned in the portion of scripture chosen: for the K pistle, 
has of itself seemed to many to be a sufficient mi inifestation of three persons, 
and but ove God. ‘The collect is plainly adapted to this day, as it is ‘Lrinity 
Dunday, 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


THE PARISH MEETING. 





AT A MEETING OF THE PARISH. OF >» IN THE YEAR OF 





OUR LORD, 


ILE Members having been legally w arned, convened accordingly, and u- 
nanimously made choice of Mr. Steady for their Chairman, and, Mr, 
Faithful for their Clerk —The meeting being properly organized—the Chair. 
man made declaration, that the meeting was open according to warning.—Up-~ 
on which, Mr. Itching.Ear arose and very respectfully addressing the Chair, 
Said, that, if he unde rstood the business of the meeti ng, tt wastoAire preach- 
ang. Iie wou id therefore, move, that a committee be appointed, to hire fwenty 
good old Stead ly Cler; Syne iu, to pree ich Jor thei by rotati on—F or his part he 





Was weary of hearing contiaua ily the Saliit y Le cif i —_ Mr. C ury losity next a- 
rose,—and had oniv time tos second the motion mac by Mr. Lite king-£Lar—be- 
fore Mr. Novelty arose—and observed,—that the micah was highiy agieeable 


to him, that he con ideted it to be a very dull business, to go to public Woes NPs 
new.—Fkor his part, he had rather be attending a little to his 
own domestic affairs on Sanday, such as salting bis cattle, examining bis. fen- 
ces, and putting up the rails that had fallen oft during the week—'l yan to go 
const: intly to hear the same preac her, let him preach ever 
part, the sole object for which he ever attenc led Church, was to hear Preach- 
ing ; and if he did dot bear something new, he considered his time, as spent in 
vain ; because he had not been edified, by the Novelty of Preaching ; and 
he believed, that, if the motion made by Mfr. liching-ivar, was carries { into. ¢f- 
fect, they should ‘be so happy as to hear something new evel y 
time: he was therefore very anxious to have the motion tried. 
Mr. Popularity arose, and said, Mr. Chairman, | perfectly agree to the 
motion nade by Mr, ltching-ar; seconded by Sir, Curiosity, and espoused 
by Mr. Novelty. 1 wish however, Mr. Chairman, ‘to make 
to the motion, That a committee be appointed to h ire twenty good oid popular 
Preachers : By a popular Preacher, | mean one, wio has a smooth, clear, soft, 
loud, heavy and thundering voice, together with au animated theatwical delive- 
ry. Ido potcare much what a preacher says, 1! hes 1 
To finish my idea of a pope ilar preacher ; | veiled have him cloathed in the 
most superb manner, let him say what he will, andco whatne may, if he is 
not clad in the most fashionable mode, | shai ne be edihed by his preach- 
ing. lor my part, L am we ‘ary of hearing a ininister in LOMe-spun GIES, 
preaching up, that a Christian faith, a divine témper cf mind, and Lvangelic- 
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al obedience, together, with sincere repentance, are absolutely necessary t 


‘make us Christians. These doctrines are as old as Christianity uself. f fully 


agree with Mr.: Novelty, whenever [ go to public worship, I want to have 
something new, and [ wish to have it told with a good grace. I am auxious 
for the amendment. 

Mr. Close-Fist, very devoutly arose, and said, I fully agree to the amend- 
ment.; those gentlemen who have spoken upon the subject, have delivered ex- 
actly my sentiments and feelings in the matter ; but, I fear, we shall be obliged 
to pay too dear for preaching ; they will ask as much as they think they can 
possibly obtain; they in general area set of artful men, their whole olject is to 
line their own pockets’: Tlove to hear good popular preaching as well as any 
mau living, and would wish to hear a new preacher every Suuday as long as J 
live ; but L»would not give all’ [ am worth to gratify my ears ; therefore [ think 
it to bea matter of the utmost importance to appoint @ committee (if the mo- 
tion is carried) who are men of judgment, art; wit, craft and economy } such 
men as will not be liable to be imposed upon by the artful insinuations of min- 
isters ; | wish therefore; Mr. Chairman, that the sense of the house might be 
taken, upon the subject ; the vote was called for, and declared to be in favour 
of the motion by a very great majority : upon which Messrs, Steady, Itehing- 
Ear, Novelty, Popularity and Close. bist, were appointed a committee to carry 
the resolution into effect. ‘The Chairman then called upon the house, to know 
whether there was any further business for the meeting to transact ; if not, it 
would be proper to disolve it 

After a long pause, Mr. Serious, whose head was silvered over with age, 
with a very venerabfe but cheérful countenance, arose, aud respectfully addres- 
sing the Chair, said, I do not rise, sir, to find fault with the resolution which 
has been passed, | but to correet, if possible, the zdeas of those gentlemen who 
have spoken upon the subject ; they appear to have good honest hearts but 
very erroneous heads. © ‘l hey seem’ never to have had, or to have lost, all true 
ideas of the Church of Christ, of the ministerial office, and of public worship. -- 
The Church of Christ, is the whole society of those who are incorporated by 
baptism, administered by those who are commissioned by Him as the Supreme 
head ofthe Church, and distributed under Jawfu! governors, into particular 
Churches; holding communion with each other in all the essentials of faith, 
worship and discipline : His ministers are dignified with an especial commis- 
sion from Him ; the y are stewards of the misteries of God, to whom He has 
committed the ‘word of reconciliation ; they are anibassadors from Him, au- 
thorized to negociate and transact all the outward adininistrations of the cove- 
nant of grace, ~U pon which account their office is sacred, and all contempt 
shewn to-them, isan affront to their Master, whose character they bear, and 
therefore, on account of the high dignity, and absolute ne cessity of the ministe- 
rial office, to the very existence of the Churc ch, they are entitled to a liberal 
support from the ‘pe eople, according to the blessing of God upon their sub- 
stance, and that not ert: dd: gingly, or of necessity, but cheerfully, as a debt due 
to God, who is the vountiful giver of ev ery good gift, in whose name, and by 
whose authority th ey act. But the idea that the ministerial office consists alto- 
gether in preaching, and that, it may be bought and sold by the people’s hire- 
2ng preaching, appears to me, to smell rank of simony, and to imply that the 
gi its and graces ot God’s holy spirit may be bought and sold, aud that our 
Heavenly Father may be bribed to bestow his spiritual blessings upoh us. We 
learn troin the Bible, (a book, which all who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians, believe to contain the word of truth) that God, at sundry times, andin di- 
vers manners, in times past, hath spoken to the fathers by the Prophets ; and 
at Jast sent hisown Son into the world, and spake in him ; and that he institu. 
ted the Church of the Jews and the Christian dispensation; in the former, du- 
ron, Priests and’Levites, in the latter Bishops, Priests and Dedcons. But in 
that book we find mention nowhere made of hireing priests, under any divine 
sanction. ‘Were ad indeed of some of the priests teac hing for hire; but those 
were ch: aracters of whom it issaid, they preach deceits and the people love to 
have it so." ‘None but we isa priests would submitto be hired ; witness the 
young Levite (Judges xviii. . 4) who hired himself not by the Sunday, but for 
u certain time, to gentle man var Mount- Ephraim ; ; mark the conduct of this 
vireling y priest, how he joined wi ith a legion of the tribeof Dan ! 10 rob his m: aS: 
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éer, and earry off all his gods ;—learn from thence what confidence is tobe 

laced in mercenary or AEE priests. ‘Lrue it is that the, priests of Baal and 
Diana were hired, but [ hope that you would not rank Chyistian, priests. with 
those. By my abhorance of the plan of hireing priests 1 have naturally been 
led into this digression ; but to return, 3 

The worship which is dye from us.to God, consists,in confessing and implor- 
ing the forgiveness of our sins, and requesting 442m for such , blessings as we 
stand in need of, with humble, penitent and obedient hearts. And when the 
holy scriptures are read inthe Church, we should attend to them, as,a yoice 
from Heaven, as a revelation from the Ged of truth, as the grand charter of all 
we hope for ; and the rule of faith, and manners, to direct us in the true path 
to eternal happiness. In our prayers and praises, with grateful hearts and. uni- 
ted voices we thank God, for all his favors, both spiritual and temporal, which 
he has conferred upon us, and devoutly implore the continuation of them 
through the merits of Christ. And when we sit down to hear the sermon, we 
should hearken to it, as delivered by God's Adinister, as a means of promoting 
and cultivating in us the practice of all moral and evangelical duties. ‘1 his is 
the doctrine which the Holy Scriptures teach us, concerning the Church of 
God, /iis. ministers, and the worship that is dug unto bijm from all Christians. 
But, Mr. {tching-Ear, says, he is weary. of hearing constantly the same. minis- 
ter preach, and therefore, he wants to multiply preachers. 

Mr. Novelty considers it, a very dull business, to go to the house of God, 
and hear nothing uew, and that, he had rather attend to some small, domestic 
affairs, on Sunday, than to go constantly to hear the same munesier, let hin 
preach ever so well, and that, the only reason why he ever attended Charch, 
vas, to hear preaching, and if he did not hear something new, he considezed 
his time as lost. 

Mr.Popularity appears to possess the same sentiments, but wishes to have 
the preachers clad in soft raiment, to preach ina more pompous and osieata- 
tious manner; and to lay aside the old hackneyed docirine ot fazth, repentance 
and gospel obedience. He does not care what he hears, ii it is only told with a 
good grace :—And'‘to put on the cap-sheaf, Mr. Close-Fist arises, confesses 
that those gentlemen have spoken his sentiments and feelings to the full. But, 
only he does not wish to injure his purse, to gratify jus earns. Mr. Chairman, 
is it pessible that these can be the deliberate sentiments, of those who have beea 
initiated into the Church of Christ by the sacrament of baptism, and have 
been taught their catechism. I am sensible, that this isthe road, in which no 
sinall part of mankind, at the present day, are travelling, as they. pretend, 
to the regions of eternal glory. But, Mr. Chairman, we must not expect that 
our ears alone will carry us to Heaven, we must not expect to ride to endless 
happiness upon the ee of a new popular preacher, or to be wafted, to the re- 
gions of eternal bliss; by the blast of pu/pet eloquence, ‘Lhis a plan of obtainr 
ing salvation, to which the holy scriptures give no encouragemeut, it is not em, 
braced within the whole compass of divine revelation. 

The Bible is the only rule to direct us how we are to obtain endless happi- 
ness; that teaches us what we are to believe, and what we are todo. Noah 
manifested his taith and obedience by building the Ark, to save himself and 
fainily from the waters of the deluge ; Abraham, by leaving his native coun- 
try and oifering up his son Isaac ; Moses and the childrenof Israel, by attend- 
ing to every ceremony of the Passover, that they might not perish, with the 
first-born in Egypt ; David by building an Altar at the threshing-tloor of A- 
raunah, to stop the pestilential sword of the Lord ; Naaman by washing seven 
timesin the waters of Jordan to cleanse his leprosy, and the widow of Zarepta, 
by delivering up her last morsel of meal and oi/, to sustain the Prophet of God, 
that tAey might not fail, duringa famine of three years and six months. 

In that part of the Bible called the New-lestament, (let Mr. Popularity 
say what he will about it) a Cliristian faith, a divine temper of mind, and a 
sincere repentance together with evangelical obedience are required of 
us. ‘The’ first comprehends what we are to believe, the second what we 
are to be, and the jast what we are todo. Now, the first stepin the Chris- 
tian religion, is to beheve, that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah pointed out 
by the Prophets ; this belief is founded upon the evidence tur it, con- 
tained in the holy scriptures: we must take a view of the prophecies in the 
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Old Testament concerning the Messiah; compare the fulfilment of them in the 


New ; and sce ifi Christ ‘came with all those characters mentioned by the an- 
cient prophets. Ii this ‘cdse our faith will be built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jésus- Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 
(Eph. ti. 10.) 

Mr, Chairman, [n order to obtain eternal happiness we must be initiated in- 
to the body or Chuten of Christ, by the sacrament of baptism; this is the 
way and means by which we are admitte d into covenant with God, and are 
translated trom a State of nature into a state of grace, and are thereby, under 
the most solemn o! bligation to walk in newness at life. But in order to support 
this new or spiritual life, we must receive the sacramental body and blood of 
Christ. By the worthy partaki ng of which, we obtain the pardon of our sins, 
fresh supplies of the He ty Spirit, ‘to enable us to do our duty, and a principle of 
immortal life, to our bodies as well as to our souls. We must also regularly 

appear before God in his house, in that place where he has told us Azs honour 
dwelleth, and where he will meet us and bless us, with penitent hearts confess 
our sins, devoutly implore the forgiveness of them, heartily thank him for the 
numberless favours ; ingl privileges he is constantly bestowing up ym us ;—with 
humble resignation to his divine will, ask the-continuation’of them ; and with 
attentive minds and obedient wills hear va at he says to us in his holy wol ‘d. 
These things being done upon evange lical princi ples, render us through the 
merits of our bie ssed Redeemer meet to ‘be partakers of the inheritance with 
the saints in light; and when we are thus qualified for happiness, Christ will 
intercede for us, in right of his own merits, that we may be put in possession 
of that degree of happiness which our gospel obedience has fitted us to enjoy. 

This is the : way which inimite wisdom direc ts Us To pursue, that we m: iy finally 
arrive atthe regions of endless glory. . These are the means I have made use 
of from my youth up, with a stedfast faith in the promises of God, through 
the merits of Cheist, and with a sincere desire to walk in the way of God's 
commandments. 

L am this day four score years old, [am now standing, as it were, with one 
foot in this world, and the other in the next :—by the use of these means l have 
been supported through all the 5 ote tem scenes , all the trials and providential 
dispensations that have befallen me in my long journey of life ;—I can now 
Jook back wards upon my past I ife, with comph icency, and for war 1s int 0 the 
other world, without dismay. Take, lL beseech you, for once, an oi ld man’s ad- 
vice; give over, | pray you, all vour whimsical notions of obtai ning eternal 
felic ity, only by hearing neve and popu lar preaching, and sincere ry and de- 
voutly make use of all the means of grace which our blessed Saviour has in- 
stituted in his Church, under any lawful mi inister mw God in his Providence 
shall place over you ; always remembering that holiness of office, ts superior to 
every other consideration. If you do these things With a peace able and sin- 
cere mind, vou have the assurance of God himself, that they will finally 
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A SUCCINCT HISTORY OF BAPTISM. 


Crrar. 5.—Of the Baptism ef Adualts—Concluded from page 155. 


‘OME learned men are of the opinion, that the Council of Nice condemned 
a9 the military life, as in itself unlawful, aud that the ancients did, therefore, 
excommunicate such as carried arms after baptism, ‘Lhis charge, however, Is 
grounded on a mistake. ‘Lhe words of the canon are these ;—** Jf any, who 
ui first, by the grace of God, made confession of thetr faith, and cast away 
the nidtilary girdle, ly afterwards reiurn to their vomit again, so.as to give 
money for a place en the arny, let them be ten years anons the prostrators 
afier they have been tiree yours among the hearers :” which passage the gene- 
rality oi interpreters take to refer to the times of Licinius the persecutor, (about 
the vear of our Lord 312) who obliged all the Cairistian soldiers by an edict, 
to be cashiered, uniess they sacrificed to the gods. Upon whi h, uainy threw 


away their girdles, and quitted tHe imilitary life, But afterw ards sore of them 
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returned to it, performing the conditions, and giving money to regain their 
pected such penitents as had vowed to renounce al] secular business, but who 
yeturned, and took civil offices, which, in the imperial law, and the canons of 
the Chure h, are sometimes called milttid pataiina ; and there are some others 
of this opinion. However, it is agreed upon among all, that the council of 
Nik eclid 1 tot prohibit the military life; exceptonly in some special cases, wiere 
it might happen to be unlawful in “particular circumstances.—-For Constaniine 
him: or allow ie the soidiers who were cashiered by Licznius, to return to their 
employ ment again.’ And the first Council of Arles excommunicated all such 
as threw away ‘the ir arms in time of peace, on pretence that they were Chiis- 
tians; which is a convincing proof that soldiers Were not obliged to renounce 
the military lite at their Baptism : : but all that was required of them, was, that 
when a so Kier came to be bapt ized, he should be a sught to do violence to no 
gnan, to accusé no on e fulsety, and to be Content with iis wages; and if he cop- 
sented to these things, he was to be rec elved ; and ‘ahs this was the standing 
rule of the Church, 

As for concubinage, which, in the cémmon acceptation ts 3 an harsher 
sound, as the Jews and Patriarchs of old did, so the ancient Christians also 
made a distinction; and among them there was one sort of concubines permit- 
ted, as differing nothing from 4 wife, saye only that she was not married with 
zlil the solemnities that the other was. And this sert of concubines the ancient 
Canons received both to Baptism and the Communion. 

The difference bétween a Concubine and a, Wife, was only this: The Wife 
was martied publicly, with great solemnity, instruments of dowery, and other 
ceremonies, which the civil and canon law required. But » e Concubine was 
married privately, and’ without aly of these so! lemaities. ‘lhey agree d, how- 
ever, in these three things:—1. ‘That they v ere persons uamarried before, . 2. 
‘That they ne d themselves to their | Osbands to live « ch aste, and be joined 


to no other. . That they vould continue faithful tn this state all their days. 
Now, this sort of Concabines, bei ing 1 narried, were pot: eputt dg vailty of forni- 
cation, and therefore they were admitted to Baptism, wilh mut any further ob- 
ligation, in case the husband was an heathen: if ofberwise, > Consiiiutions 


made a little aguierence 5 ior if he had a Uom ubine, ie was ol liged a ISItLiss 
her, and marry a lawful wile, if his concubine wa: asiave; and if sbe were 
free woman, he must make her a lawiul wife; otherwise he was to be cast out 
ofthe Church. 


Vhe decrees of Pope Leo (made A. D-. 444) are to the same purpose. By 
them, Christians were obliged to dismiss their Coucubines, if they were slaves, 
unless they would énfranchise theni, lawfully endow them, and take them ta 
Puvtic marriage, law requires And in is respect, these Decrees ecm 
te difer from that of the Council of Toledo, which allows a Concubine te ce- 
habit in private wedlock, witheut any ecclesiastical censure. St. Augustine, 
in his treatise de Fide, savs, that a Concubine of this sart may be adanitted to 
Baptism; the matter being such as the Scripture hath no where positively cua- 
demned, but rather Jett for the Chifrch to decide, according to the best skiik 
she is invested with for determining such difheult questions. 

We may add one remark more upon this head ; namely, that the Jfarton- 
e¢es would admit no marri¢d persons to their Baptism -—Dtut they must be ei- 
ther Virgins or Widows, ‘Batchelots or divorced persons; which Terti lian ii 
forms us, proce ded from their abhorrence of the married state, which was 

ymmon fo them with many other ancient heretics, though we do not fad the 
denial of Baptism ascribed to any otuers. {To be conti sued} 
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JONES’ FIRST LETTER TO A PREDESTINARIAN. 


MY GOOD BROTHER, 


uP a. 9}, Oe Te, Ei , 
FIND that you are one of the Predestinavians of these latter days. You 
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188 Jones's first Letté? to a Prédestinarian. 
ence: you take a part of it ; and that part you interpret, ia sich a way of 
your own, as to endangef all the rest. We are taught, as plainly as words can 
teach us, to make our calling and election sure, But why should we do.so,. if 
out election, like your’s, is sure already? If you can once bring yourself to 
think that you stand, you are safé ; whereas the Apostle lets me know, that £ 
ai, from that moment, in danger ; and accordingly bids me take heéd lest I 
fall. Bat no sins can make you fall ; because God is so partial, that, in favor 
to you and some others, he distinguishes between the sin and the sinner,. and 


sees not the one for the sake of the other : whereas fam told, that the soud that, 
sinneth, it shall die ; And that there is tribulation and anguish upon every soul. 


of man that doeth evil, without distinction af persons. ow strange is it, that 
you and T should find in thé same scripture two such different religions ! What 
will unbelievers say ? Will théy’not say, that we aré both mad? | am as well 
assured that [ shall be saved as you are ; but I am not assured on_ your princi-~ 
pies. You will bé saved m'preférence to others ; I bumbly hope. to be saved 
eten as others. {am no where taught in the Scripture, riot havel any private 
revelation of it, that my Christian baptism gave me any privilege, which bap- 
tis doés not gife to other Christians. 1 am assured, and I believe it, that. God 
7$ no respecter of persons > wheréas, With you, he is nothing, else. So the Jews 
thought; and tlidt they themselves were the persons respected. As such, they 
justified themsel¥és, and despised ‘all others, as sinners of the Gentiles; which 
opinion led them to their fuin. I never met wifh any persuasion which comes 
nearer to theirs than your’s doth, But here you will say, youarenoJew. ‘The 
Jews hated Jésus Christ; but you love him. And | believe what you say.— 
But do'you love him ia sincerity ? Have you no reserves? Perhaps you have 
neither seen nor heard, and will not believe mé, but will rather be angry with 
me, when [tell you, that the contempt which was formerly shewn to the person 
of Jesus Christ, is now shewn to his Church, which is his body ; and that, as his 
own death was the beginning of Christianity, so the death of ins Church will be 
the end of it. When I spéak of his Church, | mean that ark which is now on 
thé waves of this troublesome world, towards a néw heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness ; | mean that Church in the wilderness which 
if now travelling tothe Land of Promise ; containing many enemies within the 
camp, and having many more without, who are all waiting for its destruction, 
and boasting that it is neat at hand. 

_ Your way of proving your eléction is also very weak, and will bear no exam- 
ination. For what testimony have I but yourown word; while your works 
(as we ignorant people understand them) speak avery different language ?, 
But you add, that it must be true because you feel zt; and you say this ouglit 
to suffice. But it will not suffice ; for it is the very witness which I am warn- 
ed not to take ; because, as it comes from yourself, it isnot true ; (see John 
v. 8.) and itopens a door to all manner of imposture and delusion, For if | 
am to believe what one man says of himself, why am [not to believe another? 
Some better rule, therefore, is wanting ; and our Saviour himself tells me, that 
there must be a second witness, and that this must be the witness ef God, in 
some shape or other: unless, therefore, a man can produce it, | am uot bound 
to believe him. Isliall still think, that the man, who is Avs own witness, isa 
false man, whether I'can detect him or not. Here, neighbour, | have got you 
upon new ground, which, perhaps, you never saw before. But study your Bi- 
ble better than you have done, and you will find that lam right, and that there 
is more error, aud more sorts of error (in the world) than you have hitherto 
been aware of. 

You and your companions think that the Gospel is in a very flourishing 
state: but { see and lament the contrary. I see much evil under the name and 
appearance of good. You think the age of imposture is past ; and that Satan 
has Igid aside his old devices. You see him with his robe of light on—lL-see the 
wolf stript: and whatever shape he may assume to deceive the ignorant, 1 
pray daily and earnestly that the flock of Christ may be defended from 
him. 

One more important question I must ask you. If, by your election, you 
mean that your final salvation is determined ; how then is God to judge the 
world? Are you to judge first, and is God tojudge afterwards? Suppose that 
he and’you should judge by two differeat rules ; where are you then ? Suppose 
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) y » 


you should put evil for good ; (which has been a common mistake in all a ages) 
will Ged follow your example ? We are, therefore, bid to judge nothing béfere 
the time ; titi God, who alune is fit to jud: ge, shal ing to licht the hidden thi £S 
of es aig : then shall strange things appear, now tot. ily unexpected anid 


unknow T he ' the appa ises of a mistake nv cid, d of a man’s own false 
heart shait signify nothing. No praise sliall be feelin, “ that which cometh 
only from God. q 

I have now given you, with that — rie friendship, which you may ex- 
pect {rom a brother, my ‘threes grand ¢ ions against your new jaw of Pre- 
destination. | do not, I cannot, receive "Ee First, because God ts ro res- 
pecter of persons: secondly, because no man can be admit das bis own wit- 
ness: and thirdly, because God shall judge every man according to his works. 
‘{hese objections are so short and sisi, “ne you must understand tuem. You 


cannot plead ignorance. Can you answer tuem? If you cannot, you should | 
cease 10 prevent the right ways of the Lord ; you should come down from your 
high thoughts, and serve God with me, in the good old humble way of 
faith, hope, and charity, which will never rege you: and may God di- 
rect us both in the same, for the alone merits of Je: us Christ our Lord. So 
shall we be able to stand in the evil day. Jn which prayet 1 hope you will 


join with your faithtui brother and Qumbte servant. 
January 1, 1800, PHILALETHES, 
—=a CD aa———— 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMANS MAGAZINE. 


AN OBJECTOR TO CHRISTIANITY AS&AS, 
“ se wees . rc has re J] ’ ee 
W, Ay th ié ? gmul ration of it t« as OU tit adeéltauyea . 

J =) v 
Y way of objection to Christianity, it has been inquired, why the puodiica- 
tion of it was so lone dela‘ ed, li it Was OI SO preat benelit to mabpbnind 2s is 
pretende d, and why the Jews were kept so long under the beggarly eicments ot 

the faw by that divine Being who is no respecter of pei 

We know the divine judgments are a great deep, nor by searching can we 


find out the Almighty to pertection, but though many of God's ways are far 
re : . % , ol iis eeat mn ee QO 
1v0Ve out ol out a yet { conc elive ne has sufik entiiy expiainea Als pio- 
. . ‘ . on f - ; hn | , : ley t | 
ceedings in the question above, by calling Christ the J.amb siain from tue 
4 we, ; pies  bM j f Me a ins ar / a i } ve 
;OunCavon Of Lie World, and the pecdlator OF the éveuw enant, wl Hews 


! ; 1 : a Page vce age PRPs . pepe rors 
that wpon the Knowledge of transgression belore it took piace, {he cove ‘enant Q 
redemption between the Father and son commenced, in which Cartst under- 
} ; 
! ! } > A er A a. - anewncard +a nip the moiéiy 
tuok to vethne Medtato; DCL Wii (50d and man—en2aged (0 assuih the hature 


of man, in it full that !aw which man wouid break, and satisiy aii ine justice, 


by offering his own biood a sacrifice for the sins of men, In tue very nature 
which rm sinned. But till the fulness of time should come, the time inh- 
nite wisdom saw most proper for Christ to execuie this engagement, « il he had 
uisdiebialoes to do, should be considered as dove, and indeed with God wag 
done; for to a being present to all time there cau be no succession of time, but 
what is past or future to us, to him is preseiit. pbus Christ's assumption of 
human nature was considered as accomptished—lis blood shed—God’s justice 


sutishe: l, apd man in a state of reconciliation with him—o!f course thai tae 
Saviour ‘of the world was ap} 
‘ ’ 1° ~ } 7. we ae . ‘ , 
therefore that the mediation of Christ commenced with transgression, and 


inted CvVveu He} = Lile WOrhkGa Wad blade : ail a 


hencelorth there was a standing P! Sitiation for sin, a daily imtercessor at 
God’s right hand, whose merits were available and whose righteoustiess was 
imputable to the whole race of Ad 205 aap tervannnarh in their several generations, 
the great body of the ectaet were not ¢ learly told of it, and if this (as it seems 
to be) is the import of Chet ; being the Lam slain from the foundation of 
the world, it will follow that. in this particular Christianity is as vid as the tail 
of man, and that the whole race betore and since the dciuge, have tn eect, 
though not in form, been under the same dispensation of grace wilh ts-——nad 
alike admission to the throne of grace, aud have been iayoured with the saine 

ind, if not the same Gegree of spiritual assistance that the gospel now culties 


with it— and if any man sinned, the same advocate with the bather Jesus 
@hrist the ri L@ous, who is the propitiation Ot yiily fer vy elas, Dut aio ier 
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the sins of the whole world, and a principal difference between the ancients 
and us is, that the blessings they enjoyed through the Redeemer then, not 
formally and generally deciared to them, are now increased and made known 
to us by an eXpress revelation from God. But during the long period from 
Adam to Moses the ancients were implicitly in the same covenant that we now 
formally are; aud by a proper use of the means of grace God then indulged 
them peor were in the same state of salvation with us, for in every age and 
every ation too, he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted 
with him, and it is both contrary to his word and an aspersion upon his character 
to say God now is or ever was a respecter of persons. If all men have not 
had the same light and the same measures of divine assistance, God knows 
what (hey have had, and will not require more than he has given—the judge 
of all the earth will do right. ‘The man in the gospel with one talent, is not 
condemned for the misimprovement of ten or five, but for refusing to improve 
the one talent he had received. ‘The heathen who had not the law were a Jaw 
to themselves, their consciences either accusing or else excusing them. ‘Yhe 
approbation or disapprobation of conscience guided by such light as the prov- 
idence of God bad cast in thei way, is the rule by which they are to be judged ; 
there is indeed no other name given, but that of Jesus Christ t, by which men 
can be saved from Adam to his latest son; but he who says, they who have not 
heard of Christ cannot be saved by him, though they honestly strive to frame 
their lives by the best light God has given them, clearly deny that Christ is 
the Comh o God slain frem the foundation of the w orld, and that his sacri- 
fice isa propitiation for the sins of the whole world, which the scriptures of 
ee fully assert. .[ Know that aninterestin Cirist is uecess: iry for the application 
his mevits to all who have heard of him, but since faith comes by hearing the 
word of God; and millions in every age have not heard it, to say, that with- 
out faith in Christ none of these can be saved by-hin, is to consign to endless 
misery, not only all who have died in infancy, but all the heptben from Adam 
to this day, although many of them doubtless have lived, or honestly endeavy- 
oured to live up to the best lig sht they had received, and anes this is a doc- 
trine neither comporting with the bevevolence or word of God, and is filled 
with such horfor as must distress and shock every benevolent mind. But if 
God requires of all men the improvement of such talents only as he had given 
them: and- will extend the merits of Christ tothe well-dis sposed in every coun- 
try, though they hi id never heard of him, every rattonal mind will be satisfied, 
that agret “able to his own dee ‘uration, he is no respecter of persons, ‘‘ since in 
every nation, he who feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted with 
him. ” 

Let us enquire why God withheld the gospel revelation so long, since it dis- 
plays the intinite depth of his love and goodness to men ?—God is a being of 
order, not the author of ce re and as he has made men capi ab le of rising 
gradual! yin knoweldge from ge neration to generation, by posterity’ 3 improving 
upon the discoveries of their fathers: so it seems congruous that God should 
adapt his revelations to the capacity, as well as the condition of his creatures. 
Men are not so framed as to rise to periection in knowledge or virtue at a leap; 
but must advance gradually in sacred, as well as civil science, as lesser dis- 
coveries strengthen the capacity to investigate sublimer truths: hence it seems 
requisite that God should p roceed gradually in his sacred instructions, and not 
introduce his most perfect revelation, till by these less perfect, he had prepar- 
ed the mind of man to understand and receive it. And as this method com- 
ports with the reason of man, 80 we are assured by the Apostle, that it was by 
the wisdom of God adopted in respect of the law: for says he the law wasa 
school-master to bring us to Christ. Just so in the natural world, that which 

was less perfect was first made. Plants, trees, and vegetables of every kind 
were formed before animal productions, and the animal, before the ration: il 
creation. ‘The earth and sea were first brought out of confusion into order and 
made capable of the benevolent uses for which they were designed by the wise 
architect. ‘The sun and planets were set in the firmament to illuminate and 
warm the earth—grass covered the face of it, and plants and trees rose spon- 
taneously to adorn it. ‘Then the various tribes of animals in the air, earth and 
cea were formed to take their ie -time and gather their food, which its sur- 


face, like a table well furnished, offered for their entertainment and support 
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and finally, when the earth was thus prepared and stocked with vegetable and 
animal productions, a rational being is formed, and man broug!t upon the 
stage to stand upon the head of the sublunary creation, not only to till, dress 
and feed upon its bounty ; but also was en dued with powers, and commanded 
of course, to look up to, to contemplate and adore the wisdom whieh con- 
trived, aad the hand which formed such stupenduous works, as well as the 
distinguishing goodness which had subjected all things here to his dominion 

and controuL, Why then should not the same order be preserved in the moral, 
that is, in the natural world?) Why should not God make a gradual advance 
in his revelations, and proceed from less to greater discoveries, from types to 
realites or from the shadow to the substance? ] ight indeed is sweet, but there 
must be a proper time for its appearance ; the evening and the morning make 
the day; the obscurity of types, aid the shadowy import of sacrifice and pro- 
phecy must prepare the way for thesun of righteousness to arise upon the be- 
nighted worid. AH the parts of creation—providence—and redemption are 
progressive. In the wise counsels of God the Prince of Peace and Saviour of 
the world, was not to come upon the stage till legal services had expired, pre- 
dictions of prophets been accomplished, visions, the appearance of angels 
and wonderful revelations from heaven had prepared the world for his advent. 
It seemed eligible to divine wisdom, therefore we must believe it requisite, 
that there should be a regular subordination of events in several reiigious cere- 
monies, and upon the extinction of one of inferior rank a more sublime one 
should commence. We indeed ought to adore God that the lines are fallen to 
us In such plea sant places ;, that we were born and live under his last and most 
blessed revelation whic h many prophets and righteous men of old cesired to 


see, but yet because God cid not hurry on his most perfect revelation, for their 
convenience, unseason: Dh y, is no proof that he is a respecter of persons, espe- 
cially as he will not require more than he has given, at 1d will extend the merits 


of Christ as well to those w ho lived before, as to us, who live since his advent; 
to those who have not, as wel! as those who have heard of him, 


——aae GD ae 
HNEATHEN EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY, 
No. Il.—Continucd from page 75. 


a E unconverted Heathens, who were pressed by the many authorities that 
confirmed our Saviour’s miracles, as well as the unbelieving Jews, who 
had actually seen them, were driven to account for them after the same man- 
ner: for, to work by magic, in the Heathen way of speaking, Was, in the 
language of the Jews, to cast out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the devils, 
Our Saviour, who knew ae unbelievers, in all ages, would put this perverse 
interpretation on his miracles, has declared the malignity of those men, who, 
contrary to the dictates of their own hearts, started such an unreasonable ob- 
jection, a blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and pronounced not only the 
guilt, but also the punishine nt of so black a crime. At the same tine, he 
condescended to shew the vanity and emptiness of this objection against his 
miracles ; by re ‘presenting, that they evidently tended to the destruction of 
those powers, to whose assistance the enemies of his doctrine had ascribed 
them. An argument which, if duly weighed, renders the objection so yery 
groundless, that we may call it even blasphe: ny against common sense, 

It would be absurd to imagine, that evil spirits would enter into a combin- 
ation with our Saviour to cut off all correspondence and intercourse with man- 
kind, and to prevent them for the future from addicting themse ives to these 
rites and ceremonies, which had done them so much honour \We see the 
early effect which C hristianity had on the minds of men in this parti cular, by 
the great number of books which were filled with the secrets of magic, and 
made a sacrifice to Christi an ity by the converts m entioned iu the Acts of the 
Apos stles. We have likewise an eminent instance of the inconysteucy of our 
religion with magic, in the history of the famous Aquila. [his p ersun, who 
was a kinsman of the Emperor ‘Trajan, and aman of great learuing, a taough 
he had embraced Christianity, could not be brought off from the auaibe of 
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172 Remarks on the apparent apostacy of Captain Cook. 


magic, by the repeated admonitions of his fellow Christians; so that at length 
they expelled him from theirsociety, as rather choosing to lose the reputa. 
tion of so considerable a proselyte, than communicate with one who dealt ia 
such dark and infernal practices. Besides, we may observe, that all the favour- 
ers of magic were the most professed and bitter enemies to the Christian reli- 
gion ; net to mention Simon Magus and many others, we shall only take no- 
tice Of those two great persecutors of Ciliristianity, the emperors Adrian and 
Julian the abostate, both of them initiated into the mysteries of divination, and 
skilled in ali the depths of magic. Weshailonly add, that evil spirits cannot 
be supposed to have concurred in the establishment of a religion, which. tri- 
umphed overthem, and divested them of their influence on maskind.< nor 
would we mention th! particular, though it be recorded by Christian authors, 
did it not appear from the authorities avy.e cited, that this was a tact contessed 


WY 2CALHEDS LNeMseives. 


Wien a man is born under Christian parents, and trained up in the profes- 
sion of that religion froin a child, he generally guides himself hy the rules of the 
Christian faith, in believing whatis aeliverea by the evangelists, ‘he learned 
Pagans of antiquity, before they became Uhristians, were only guided by the 
common rules of iistorical faith; that rs, the y ex< umined the nature of the es 
idence which was tg be met with in commiou fame, tradition, and the writings 
O! ti - persons Wid related them ; tovetiei wiih the huinver, concurrence, 
yeraccy and private Characters of thos persans 4 iid bey convinced UpOns 
aiiaccounts, that they hy id th i *reason to believethe history of our Say 
our, as that of any othe person, lo WHOM they were hot actually eye-wilies- 
Ses, they were bound by all the ru of historical faith, and of sight reason, to 


ive cl iit tat is | isiOo.y. Hut white we affirm, tnat ail fits ical beliel oi thi 


acis of our Saviour might induce these learned andcandid Pagans to embrac: 
his doctrine, we do not deny that there were many other motives, which led t 

if, iw excellency of his precepts, the fulfilling of the propoecies, HPO 
c ‘ , 3 Gisci pies, tia ire produ i} ible lives and Manas Suit rings Q 
their jollowers, with other ce isiclel ‘Lions of the same hature ; vut whatever o- 
tin COitla ti arene infiuenced more or less the philosophers of that agi 
it iscertain that a belief of the histe ry Of our Saviour was one motive with eve 
ry convert, and éhat upon which all others turned, as being the very -basis and 


foundation of Christranity. | lo be coutznued. | 
se? <>) Se 
“7% a ll an | 
REMARKS 
ON THE APPARENT APOSTACY OF CAPTAIN COOK, ON TI! 
ISLAND OF OWHY fEE. Continued from page 135. 


When Ephraim spake, trembling, he exalted himself in Israei:—but when he 
04) ii led dik L iit, he tc died. 


They say—let the men that sacrifice kiss the catves 


Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passet! 


away, asthe chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, an 

as tit noke out of the chimney. fioseah xii. 1, 2, 3. 
FSX LERAORDINARY interpositions of Providence require extraordinary 
ww attention id if our eminent circumnavigator was so long and wonder 
i preserved amidst maumerable dangers, and at Jast srt aoe killed 
by a stab in back, and his body tora limb from limb, so that, not without 
1 “ads ex Leven the fraements of it be procured tor bu trial, we may infe! 
that there was some direful cause for all this :—and where shall we fund a cause 
1 pi rent and oes than his apparent apostacy from the true 


(sod, by an induction into the number of idelatrous votaries of false gods ? 
jf pray the Lord that he may ‘find mercy In that day ! 
fhough charity bids us hope that C apt. Cook had no otherintention by his 
compbis mvith the idolatrous rites of the Owhyheean religion, than to secure 
the good will of his new friend , yet, being a Christian by parentage as well 
py education, he was inexcusabie for carrying his cor) phances se far. yen in 
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sport, or asa piece of humour, such conduct is highly censurable. ~Unfortu- 


nate map! so long as he sailed round the e globe, afr aid to offend, and putting 
his_ trust in the Lord, he exalted himself in Israe!, and was honorable 1n his 
profession ; but the moment that he offended in Baal, and worshipped the idols 
of Owhyhee, he died ! ‘lhe priests of the Morai, when they sacrificed, kissed 
their idols, and ordered Capt. Cook to do the same ;—he kissed them, and in 
a few days he was as the morning cloud, and as.the early dew that passeth 
away 3 as the cha that is driven with the whirlwind out of tke floor, and as 
ihe smoke out of the chimney ! 

‘fhe scene of this appaveat apostacy is called a Mforaz; what the. correct 
meaning of that word is, perhé Ips we shall never know > but if we grant that 
the Hebrew word makavi not only sounds a good deal like it, but may be'the 
saine word a little diiferently pronounced, we shall not be much mistaken in 
our interpretation of the w ord morat. ‘The Hebrew word makar or muhart 
signifies endowment—and probably the word mora: refers to the sacrifices or 
religious endowments made to their idols. But this Loiier rather as conjecture, 
than grammatical assertion. fa vain shall we attempt to decypher tie rethgious 
import of the several apartments on the razsed base, or as it may be consic.ered 
general aliar, or the loftiest scaffolding oi the whoie : that they had their ap- 
propriate uses is evident from the circumstance of our pavigater’s-receiving 
certain parts of his initiatory honours in one, and certain parts ia others of 
tiew 
As this initiatory ceremony seems to have been conducted with great regu- 
larity and system, let us attentively e Xaimine each particula cape, 

l. ** Koah,a priest, being led into the cabin, approached Ca Cook with 
‘* great veneration, and threw over his shoulders a piece of red chat, which 
‘6 he had brought with him. ‘Then step] ing a few, paces back, he nade an 
‘ oitering of a small pig, which Capt. Cook held in bis band, whilst he pro- 
** pOUDC ced a discourse that lasted a considerable time. 

Mavor’s Travels, vol. 7: page 253. 

This must have been the introduction to what follows, and at this time he 
received the name of Orano, and henceforward was an object af adoration 
among those heathens. 

2. Koah (sometime intervening, perhaps a day or two, for we are not infor- 
med how long) conducted Capt. Cuok to the top of tie morai, by au easy 
Qsceil. 

Among the Jews, the ascent to the altar was not by steps, but an easy ascent 
or slope of thirty -two cubits in length, which, allow ing seventeen and.an haif 
inches (according to Josephus) to each cubit, is forty-six feet, eight inches. 
fndeed all idolatrous nations always ascended to their altars by a gentle slope, 
Mr. Bruce informs us, that this was the manner of ascent to the ailar df the 
God of the Nile in the provinee of Geesh; and the Snanich historians say 
the same of the altars of South America. ‘This slopiug ascent to the altars of 
the true God, as weil as to those of false deities, must have been derived from 
some original tradition handed down from the sons of Noah before the disper- 
sion at Babel, and at least denote thus much, that our approaches to the Divine 
Niajesty must be progressive and uniform, not by fils and starts of devotion 
and good works. “lhe Jewish priest ascended. the slo} e of the altar barefooted ; 
de ‘h otine that there is no access to God on the footing oi our own rigglite UUSNESS 5 
and that we must always approach him, in the character of penitents, suppli- 

cating mercy and favours through the merits of the alone Mediator between 
God and, men. 
Atihe entrance, we saw two large wooden images, With features violently 
stort. d, 

‘There is something frightfully horrible in all the images of the idol nations ; 
ven their very appearance indicate s them to be the re} presentatives ol what ‘ot. 
I Paul calls their gods, devils, rather than objec is of veneration 

4. dnd a long prece of care ed wood, af a conical form, inceried, resting 

from the top of the ir heads 

No doubt the carving on these inverted cones or ciréular pyt ramids was a 
hierogly phical dese ription of the powers, virtues and operaiious.ot the Deity 
there b) re presented, We find pain itings and sct ijpture of this kind in the tein- 
pie at Jerusalem, and in idol temples of ‘all nations, Doubtiess the two lunages 
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were representatives of the sun and moon, and the inverted cones on their heads 
were emblems of the solar aud duxar fluxes of light. Pyramids and cones are 
mnie to be the most aatient forms under which these luminaries ‘were worship- 
ped. Doubtless the pyramids were originally intended to be emblematical re- 
presentat ous of the lehts or fires of heaven, issuing from the several heavenly 
bodies, but especially trom the sun and moon. This sort of idolatry spread all 
over the world immedi: ately upon the dispersion at Babel. We find it at this 
day in the East Indies—in South America- ~and evident traces of it even in the 
Inost northern nations of Europe, ‘The revolting tvibes of Israel were so infat- 
uated with this sort of idolatry, that not only (Jer. vil. 18.) did their chtldren 
gather wood, and tie fathers kindled the fire, and the women kneud dough, to 
mnake cakes to the ¢ giken of heaven ;—but even parents made their children 
puss through the fire to gods of their own makiog, emblematical of the powers 
of the hes vens, under the various conditions of light and darkness, &c. 

5. The rest was without form, and wrapped round with red cloth. 

The Greeks and Romans had their Hermes or Mercury placed at their doors, 
as the above mentioned idols were at the entrance of the temple, the upper 
parts carved, but the lower parts mere bloc&s of wood—images without hands 
or feet. rom this circumstance | ain somewhat inclined to think, that these 
images were intended to represent the ageucy of the sun and moon as concern- 
ed in watching over the “religious and te mporal concerns oi their votaries ;— 
and that the red cloth, was emblematical of fire, with which they were sur- 
rounded ;—and from theso frequent use of red cloth, Il am inclined to think 
that the Bs geez ‘* that allthings are full of aLL”—was a prevailing sentiment 
among the Owhyheeans s-—-fire, air and light being but degrees or ditferent 
— of one and the same thing. 

. We were here met by a ta lh 2 youns man, with a long beard, who preseni- 
oti Capt. Cook to ihe imuzes, 

lhe Jews presente d their childre n, an d the prosclytes to their religion, with 
sacrifices and a variety of ceremonies ;—and he ‘“athen nations hay e always done 
aid still do the same thing. ‘he presenting of a stranger, a supplicant stranger 


to a superior, seems to argue that the former was in some measure destitute of 


and needed the eres tion and aid of the latter: is there then any harm in sup- 
posing that the ceremony of presenting Capt. Cook to those images at Owhy- 
hee, referred to ithe original apostacy and alienation of mankind in the person 
of our first parents, and that some person was necessary to introduce them to 
an acquaintance with the Diety ?—In a word, that men are strangers to God, 
until introduced to him by the promised Mediator. 


7. And after chanting a kind of hymn, in which he (the young man) was 


joined by Kouh, they led us to that end of the Morai, where the fire poles were 


Site d. 

I wish the historiographer had been more particular concerning this hymn— 
and told us whether it was in prose or verse ;—as to the number of fixed poles, 
we can know nothing certain. But this we know, that among many nations 
of the East, the sumber five is reckoned an unlueky number, and among the 
Moors of Barbary five in your eye is a form of swearing or imprecation at 
this day. 

8. Ai the foot of them were twelve images, ra nged in a semicircular form, 

No douvt these twelve images represented the twelve months of a lunar year ; 
and as the moon Is continually either on the increase or decrease—that is, forin: 
ing a seinicircle of increase, or one of decrease, therefore, these images were 
ie iced in asemicircle. And from this it is furthe r presumable, that these idol- 
mtets knew the prcgre ssive and retrograde motions of the heavenly bodies. 

And before the middle figure stood a high stand or table, 
Sis inust have been an altar to the moon in her quadratures, 

On which lay a putrid hog. 

It is strange that there was no salt with the hog, that being among all hea- 
thea nations tire emblem ef reconciliation with the offended Deity and also the 
means of preserving the sacrifice from putrefaction that its intercession might 
Jast so much the longer. The hog is the only animal used on this occasion, 
and it is probable that it is the only one admitted to the sacrificial honours of 
the Owhyheeau worship. ‘Tg the true God, the hog must not be offered in 
gacrisice :—the Jews were forbidden to touch or taste it—but heathen nations 
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have generally consecrated that ‘animal to'their worship. It would lead me 
further than my present design'toenter upon the'reasons why God has prohibited 
this animal from his altars, but the ‘enquirer into this matter will find ample 
te a in the writings of the Rev. Mr. Jones, of Naviand, England. 

And under it pieces of sugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-jruit, plaintains, 
pa io potatoe. 

‘The first sacrifices offered by men, were eis of Cain and Abel. “Cain 
brought of the fruits of the gr ound’ "—and ‘* Abel brought of the firstlings of 
his flock and of the fat thereof.” ‘The former of. these was in its own nature 
eucharistic or a thank-offering, the latter a penitential or sin-otiering. From 
this early practice we may ‘believe that all nations derived the use of sacrificing 
to their gods both animal and veget Ble substances. As to lib; tions whether 
of milk, wine, or honey, &c, they have never obtained universally ;—and 
7 we find no libatjon mertitioned. 

. Koah having placed the Caplain under. this stana; 

if Koah had placed the Captain on the stand, along ue of the putr: id hog ; 
or had he substituted him in its reom, there iad been. sc ‘ope for cuInmenting 
on this part of the ceremony; but the putting him oiler the stand, ts of dii- 
ficult interpretation, unless we understand by it, how much he considered the 
Captain under the domthion of his deity, amd that he was as. much at bis 
res jen as the sugaf-cane,, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plaintainsand yweet pota- 
toe wer 


f “ . i, M¢ 2 Aw ee ° . e 4 ee 240 aes, , 
12, Took down the hog, and held it towards him ;—and afier having a se- 
cond time ad d him in @ long speech, j prvnounoda wath much vehkenence, 
and re pe det 7, He lel al paul on the SToOund 5 


Itis probable, that the purport of thisspeech was to acquaint Capt. Cook 
that he, was now in a newrslatetranslated from a wotship which they Held to 
be iinpure—inio one of yor ior excellency, typitied by the animal, ‘in whose 
stead.he was pow made an oblation to the celestial powers. 

13. Capt, Cook being nowin a condition to receive his second investiture, ts 
next conducted by Koah to tie scaffolding which they ascended together. -Asthis 
seems to have been their st preme altar, or sanctum sanctorun, as being elevated 
above the former ; so we may conjecture, that upon itour circum ivigator Was 
to receive his highest degree, of Quiatory honours, previous to his enroiiment a- 
mong the 7dolgods below, 

On this his gh place, Aeak wrapped a piece of red: cloth round the Captain, 
and afterwards offered hima hog. 

i ads Capt. Cook was aloft in this awkward situation, swathed around with 
red cloth, &c. Koal and Kaireekeea (the young man beiore mentioned) began 
their allice, chanting sometimes in concert, and sometimes alternately. 

As we have supposed that the altar at Owhyhee,: the services perfornied 
thereon were in honour of the So/ar and Lunar infiuences, it may not be im- 
proper to furnish our readers with a specimen'of the antient Greek | hymus to 
\ pollo. 

‘Lhisis a, part of the celebrated hymn of Cailimachus, which during many 
cages was performed and heard by the most polished nations on the globe, with 
tne utmost religious zeal, at the festivals instituted. to this deity. 

HYMN TO APOLLO. 
[Tah ! how the laurel, great Xpollo’s tree, 
And all the ¢ avern shi akes! far off, far off, 
ij he man that is.unhallowed :—for theGed 
Ap gros whi S. ‘Hark ! he knocks : the gates 
Feel the glad impulse: and the sever’d bars 
Si lbmnissive clink against their brazen portals. 
W! hy d lo the Delia r p: alms incline their boughs, 
‘Seli-mov’d : and hov’ring swans, their throats releas’d 

trom native silence, caro! sounds harmonious ? 

Begin young men the hymna: let all your harps 
Break their inglori ous silence ; andthe dance, 
In mystic nt uimbers trod, explain the music. 
But first by ardent pray’r, and clear lustration 
Purg re the conta: gious spots of human weakn G&S < 
Jinpure ao mortal cam bebeld Apollo. 
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So may you flourish favor’d by the the God, 
In youth with happy nuptials, and in age 
With silver hairs, and fair descent of children ; 
So lay foundations for aspiring cities, 

And biess your spreading colonies’ increase. 


Recite Apollo’s praise ’tiJ] night draw on, 

The ditty still unfinish’d ; and the day 

Unequaf to the God-head’s attributes 

Various, and matter copious of your songs. 
Sublime at Jove’s right hand Apollo sits, 

And thence distributes honour, gracious king, 

And theme of verse perpetual. From his robe 

Flows light ineffable: his harp, his quiver, 

And Lyctian bow, are gold : with golden sandals 

His feet are shod. How rich! how beautifal! 

Beneath his steps the yellow min’ral rises ; 

And earth reveals her treasures. Youth and beauty 

Eternal deck his cheek: from his fair head 

Perfumes distil their sweets ; and chearful health, 

His duteous handmaid, through the air improv’d, 

With lavish hand diffases scents ambrosial. 

‘Taught by thy art divine, the sage physician 

Eludes the urn, and chains, or exiles death. 


Perpetual fires shine hallow’d on thine altars, &c. &c. 


Perhaps I have been too minute on this part of my subject, but surely the 
hymn cannot be deemed foreign as it tends to shew with what dignity of ex- 
pression, and extacy of sentiment, the ancient idolaters worshiped the lost of 
hicaven. From their example, the Christian ought to learn, to what sublime 
height of love and veneration for the true God, his devotion ought to lead him, 
when he beholds how zealous idolaters always have been in honouring false 
gocis. 

W hat must be the feelings of the pretending lukewarm Christian, in the day 
of judgment, when he benolds coming from the four cornersof the earth, 
numbers of devout idoldaters, the times of whose ignorance God winked at:— 
devout idolaters] say, (because men may be devout in a false or erroneous 
worship) who, under the influence of bad example going before, and the mis- 
leading principles of an idolatrous education attending every period of their 
existence on earth have had no opportunity of seeing the truth as it is'in Jesus, 
or of being conducted to him by the Law and the Prophets. To such, that 
prayer of the Redeemer surely extends and will extend,—Futher forgive them 
for they know not what they do !—But to such, as amidst the full blaze of evan- 
gelical ight choose to walk in infidel darkness, under the pretence that the evi- 
dence for Christianity is not sufficiently satisfactory, the very reverse of this 
prayer mast take piace, because they not only sin ‘ of malicious wickedness” 
—but as far as they can make the God of truth alar, by disbelieving the tes- 
timony that God hath exhibited concerning his Son.—[TZo0 be continued.) 5. 


eum 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


HEREAS many of the readers of the Churchman’s Magazine have ex- 

pressed a wish, that it were printed ona larger type; next number will, 

it is hoped, meet their approbation, as it is designed to be a specimen of the 

type of the Magazine forthe ensuing year. It will contain an index and Tt- 

tle page for the first volume, beginning with January and ending with Decem- 
ber. 

Chis is the only publication of the kind, in the United States of America, 
and from the daily increasing encouragement it meets with, the Editors have 
grounds to hope, that their labours are not “ bestowed in vain,”—but that a de- 
gree of utility accompanies the reading of this cheap miscellany commensu-~ 
rate to their well-meant endeavours. 
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